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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All Utter* to be addressed to the Editor, 9, Upper SacJeville-st. 

No anonymous letter can be attended to. Whatever is sent for 
insertion must be authenticated by the name and address of the 
writer, not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee for his 
good faith. We must request our Enniscorthy correspondent to 
comply with the foregoing announcement. 

We shall feel particularly obliged to our correspondent," Amicus" 
to supply us with his name and address, which shall be treated as 
strictly confidential. We have hcatd several complaints of miscar- 
riages of our paper through country post-offices, and are deter- 
mined to call the attention of the Postmaster-General to the subject, 
should our paper be similarly intercepted again. Those who have 
been disappointed by not receiving the Layman in due eourne, are 
earnestly requested to communicate, without delay, with Mr. Curry, 
9, Upper Sackfille-street, on the subject. 

Subscriptions are earnestly solicited, which our friends will observe 
stre payable in advance. The amount may be forwarded either in 
postage stamps or a post-office order, payable to Mr. Wm. Curry, 
Upper Sackvillc-street, Dublin. 

Contributors of £1 per annum will be furnished with six copies, 
tiny of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. Any one receiving any number of the journal which 
has not been paid for or ordered by himself, will not be charged for 
it, and may assume that it has been paid for by a subscriber. 
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THE MIRACLES AT RIMINI, IN ITALY. 

"We hare, on several occasions, expressed our 
resolution not to attribute to any Roman Catho- 
lics, things which they themselves disclaim and 
disavow. We have laid down this rule for'our- 
selves, believing, in the first place, that it is our 
duty, under that law of Christian charity which 
"hopeth all things" (1 Cor. xiii. 7, Douay 
Bible) ; secondly, because we believe that thus 
alone can discussion (which we seek to promote) 
be made an instrument of bringing out the truth, 
rather than a means of exciting men's passions 
against each other. It is our earnest desire to 
lead to a calm and dispassionate search after 
truth, and to avoid anything that can tend to in- 
flame men's passions. We trust that we can 
safely appeal to our former numbers for the 
fidelity and sincerity with which we have pursued 
this course, and we believe that to this is mainly 
owing the favourable and kind reception which 
we have met with from our Roman Catholic 
readers. 

We conceive that this course on our part 
both entitles and enables us to point out to our 
Roman Catholic readers, the things which are 
commonly attributed to them by Protestants, and 
the ground on which those things are attributed 
to them, in order that Roman Catholics may have 
an opportunity of disclaiming and repudiating 
those things, if they do not really believe them. 
And we trust that the manner in which we deal 
with the subject, will dispose Roman Catholics 
to co-operate with us, willingly and earnestly, in 
clearing themselves of all such things as they 
do not really believe. 

The subject we have to bring before them in 
this paper, is the miracles attributed of late to 
certain pictures of the Blessed Virgin in Italy. 
We take our accounts from documents inserted 
in " Battersby Catholic Directory," for the year 
1851. 

One word about this book — the "Catholic Di- 
rectory." It has an immense circulation among 
Roman Catholics, especially among Roman Ca- 
tholic priests : it is supported by their subscrip- 
tions. In the number for 1 85 1 (preface), Mr. Bat- 
tersby calculates on 5,000 numbers being taken 
by Roman Catholic ecclesiastics in England, Ire- 
land, and Scotland ; and 5,000 more by laymen. 
He says that the publication of the Directory for 
that year, at the low price of 2s. 6d., was an ex- 



periment, to try if he could get this great amount 
of support for the work upon its own merits, and 
he intimates, that if he did not get such support, 
the price must be raised. Now, as the Directory 
for 1852, equal in size, has been published for 
the same price (2s. 6d.), we must suppose that 
Mr. Battersby's experiment was successful, and 
that he did get the support he expected. This 
gives great authority to the work. We cannot 
suppose that 5,000 Roman Catholic clergymen 
would give their money to circulate what they 
believed to be false and mischievous to true re- 
ligion and to the Catholic Church. The autho- 
rity of the work is further confirmed by what we 
learn in the title page, that " the order of the 
masses and vespers for every day," &c, is drawn 
up " by a Catholic priest, approved of for that 
purpose ;" of course, according to the discipline 
of the Roman Catholic Church, that priest is 
" approved of for that purpose," by the Ro- 
man Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, in which 
diocess the book is published, if not by all 
the Roman Catholic bishops of Ireland. This 
shows their opinion of the book. We are 
also sure, that if the Roman Catholic bishops saw 
in a book so widely circulated by the subscrip- 
tions of clergymen, and carrying such authority 
and influence with it, things mischievous to the 
church and to religion, or absurd or superstitious 
in themselves, they would take the trouble to ex- 
press their opinion to Mr. Battersby, being so 
zealous as they are to keep from the faithful 
everything that can be dangerous to faith and 
morals ; and from what we know of Mr. Bat- 
tersby, we are quite sure that the slightest ex- 
pression of a wish on the part of the Irish bishops 
or clergy, would be sufficient to induce him to 
omit anything that they did not approve, or were 
not willing to recommend to the people. All 
this gives considerable weight to whatever is 
circulated in Battersby's Catholic Directory. 
We admit all this candidly, however it may seem 
to make against us. 

The document we refer to, is in that part of 
the Catholic Directory, headed " the Roman Re- 
gister, (p. 235)." It is as follows : — 

" THE MIRACLE AT BIMINI. 

" The following highly interesting letter appears in the 
Catolico, of Genoa: — 'During the two days I have 
spent in this marvellous city, I have only been occupied 
with the prodigy which, at this moment, agitates all 
Italy. I have passed my time either in contemplating 
the blessed image* or in conversing with all classes of 
persons, in the view of collecting certain and circum- 
stantial details. Yesterday I saw the Madonna (that 
is the picture of the Virgin), whose eyes are ordinarily 
turned towards heaven, bend them towards the pious 
multitudes, by whom shk was surrounded. This took 
place during the celebration of a mass, where five 
parishes communicated at once. We cannot precisely 
say that the look descended so far as the people ; only 
it was very evident tliat the eyes did move downwards, 
and that, ceasing to direct themselves towards the vault 
(ceiling) of the church, they fixed themselves perpen- 
cularly on the wall situated opposite the altar. I re- 
marked, moreover, aud many foreign priests observed 
also, that the physiognomy (countenance) of the Ma- 
donna habitually grave anil mournful, had taken, during 
this mass, an expression of joy, as if she had wished 
to signify that she accepted the homage of all this 
I multitude ' " 

We have a few observations to make upon 
I this letter. First, it is written by we do not 
know who : no name is given to it. Any one 
, who had an object in bringing crowds to pay 
an offering at this chapel might have written 
it. Secondly, the miracle appears of a very 
unsatisfactory nature. The picture, it seems, 
was painted with the eyes turned up, as if look- 
ing at the ceiling. Now, if the picture had 
looked at the people, and put some expression 
in its look, the miracle might have had some 
meaning and some object. All our Saviour's 
miracles had some deep spiritual meaning ; none 

* The word " image" seems to be improperly used here In the 
same letter (page 286), the writer says — " it is a simple canvas, 
painted by a certain G. Solari, of Rimini, who died in 1806/' 



of them were worked to do honour to the Virgin ; 
but when she wished him to work a miracle, she 
was desired by him not to interfere. If miracles 
should be worked now, would it not be for the 
same purposes that the miracles of Christ were 
worked? But what sense or meaning there 
could be in a painted picture that was painted 
to look at a ceiling, staring at a wall, we are 
not able to understand ; nor do we think it will 
be easily received by those who are accustomed 
to consider and study the meaning of the miracles 
of Christ. And the notion of the picture look- 
ing more joyful during the time of mass, is just 
what any credulous person with an excitable 
imagination might fancy; and we suppose it 
will be admitted that there are such persons in 
the world, and that the anonymous writer of this 
letter may have been one of them. 

The writer goes on to give an account of how 
two painters, a chemist, a professor of natural 
philosophy, and a doctor of medicine, (all carefully 
selected by the Bishop of Rimini), had examined 
this picture, and believed in the miracle. Now, 
considering the great profit in money which the 
priests of a chapel must derive from multitudes 
of people coming to it, on the faith of a miracle, 
we are not apt to think that the bishop or per- 
sons chosen by him are the most faithworthy 
persons to judge of the miraculous nature of the 
alleged miracle. Pious frauds are surely possi- 
ble ; and the most satisfactory proof would be one 
which plainly rendered them impossible. We are 
not resolved to disbelieve even such miracles ; but 
before we believe, we do ask for such proof as 
will oblige a sensible man to believe that the 
thing is really proved. We are told, indeed, that 
these judges, so carefully selected by the bishop, 
'• directed themselves to the most minute investi- 
gation ;" we are told too, some of the particulars 
of this investigation — namely, that they put the 
picture in different places, and moved the lights 
about it into different positions ; and all this was 
thought very satisfactory, for the picture still 
kept winking its eyes. But we are not told that 
the picture was taken out of its frame, and any 
one in the chapel invited to come and look at the 
back of the canvas and see if there was any con- 
trivance to make the eyes move. Without such 
an examination as this, we should hardly have 
thought ourselves justified in believing that it 
was really miraculous. But it is not even said 
that the examiners took the picture out of its 
frame. And this is the more remarkable, as the 
writer of this letter himself admits that " many 
imagine" that it is done by a " mechanical con- 
trivance, like a statue with springs ;" he argues 
that there could be no means like this in a pic- 
ture, and he says that the examiners certified 
that there was not any such contrivance ; but 
why did they not take the picture out of its 
frame, and allow any one in the chapel to ex- 
amine the canvas at the back ? Surely no sen- 
sible man would believe it to be miraculous, if 
he were not allowed to do this. 

There is, however, some satisfactory evidence 
in this letter. In page 287, the last paragraph 
of the letter, we read — >' It is true that, up to the 
present time, the miraculous cures have not been 
so numerous as some reports have stated ; that, 
with the exception of two or three, I do not 
know if there have been others verified in such 
a manner as to leave no doubt. The bishop 
very prudently considers that he ought not as yet 
to publish those in regard to which depositions 
have been collected, because he desires to unite 
all the proofs by which one could infer with cer- 
tainty that the diseases were incurable." 

Here it is admitted that numbers of reports of 
miraculous cures by the winking picture were 
circulated, and that, with the exception of " two 
or three," those stories were so manifestly false, 
that there was nothing for it but to admit that 
they were false. We suspect that this falsehood 
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must have been very plain indeed, when such an 
admission was made. But we are somewhat at a 
loss to reconcile this admission with another 
document given in page 283 — " Numberless mi- 
racles are constantly taking place among those 
who crowd around the venerated picture : some 
are suddenly healed of inveterate maladies ad- 
mitted to be incurable ; the blind recover their 
sight, the dumb their speech, and paralytics the 
use of their limbs." Yet the writer, in page 287, 
admits that all these miracles, except " two or 
three," were downright lies ! And even of those 
" two or three" he tells us that the bishop " very 
prudently" (as he says, and in which we entirely 
agree) considers that he ought not to publish 
them until he is able to give proof that the 
alleged diseases were really incurable. 

But we .have some further information. In 
that same page (287) we are told that the editor 
of a paper, called the Armoria, wrote to the 
Bishop of Rimini for official information, and the 
bishop's answer is given — " The public testimony 
of persons of every condition, not only of this vil- 
lage and diocess, but also of several cities of the 
Pontifical States of Tuscany, of the Lombardo 
Venetian kingdom, and other places, render 
worthy of all belief the movement of the eyes of 
our holy picture of Mary, mother of mercy, a 
miracle which has not ceased for fifty days up 
to the present hour. This extraordinary 
event is verified by a judicial inquiry pur- 
sued in my palace, and the documents and 
proofs of the fact will be published in due 
time. You must, for the moment, be con- 
tented with the universal testimony, and invite 
those who refuse to admit the miracle, to come 
here and see it with their eyes, which has been 
done by many persons who have returned from 
the place completely convinced." 

Now, it strikes us as somewhat strange that the 
Bishop of Rimini, professing to have in his hands 
a judicial proof of the fact, should tell the editors 
of the Armoria that they must, for the moment, 
be content with the universal testimony. Seeing 
that one of the documents just before given 
{p. 283), claims this " universal testimony" for 
" numberless miracles" worked by the image, 
and the other document admits that all except 
" two or three" are clearly false, and that even 
those two or three it is not safe to publish ! is 
not this most satisfactory evidence on which to be- 
lieve ? But the Bishop of Rimini begs them to be 
content with it" for the moment." This was in 
1850. We have looked with interest to the 
«' Catholic Directory" for 1852 for the "judicial 
proofs" which the bishop promised should be 
".published in due time," and we find nothing on 
the subject. So far as we can find, " the mo- 
ment" for believing on false reports still continues; 
the proofs have never yet been published. 

Now, can any one believe that if these proofs 
were really conclusive, they would have been 
concealed from the public ever since ? Would 
not the persons concerned in the miracle have 
been only too anxious to publish them ? And if 
it be the fact, as we suppose, that nothing of the 
kind has ever been published, is it not pretty 
clear that the object was to get the thing believed 
upon that public report which is confessed to be 
false, and to leave it so, upon Napoleon's maxim, 
that a falsehood once believed is sufficient for its 
purpose ! 

Now the question we conclude with is this — 
Do the Roman Catholics of Ireland believe these 
stories upon such evidence ? Do they put these 
miracles, and the proof of these -miracles, on an 
equality with the miracles of our Blessed Saviour, 
and the proofs of those miracles ? We are satis- 
fied that our readers will say, they do not. "Well, 
then, can they help acknowledging that these 
miracles are tricks and impositions ? And if so, 
Can they account for the fact, that while these 
accounts are circulated far and wide among the 



Irish people in the " Catholic Directory," on the 
authority of the Bishop of Rimini himself, not 
one of the bishops or priests of Ireland, by whose 
subscriptions that " Directory" is circulated (and 
who are so zealous in preserving the laity from 
all that is dangerous to their faith and morals in 
the enlightened and profitable education of the 
Queen's Colleges), should ever have raised their 
voices to warn Catholics from believing the de- 
lusions which are sought to be spread among 
them on the authority of the Bishop of Rimini 
and his confederates.* 

Truly the Roman Catholic laity of Ireland 
are called upon in such a case to vindicate their 
common sense and judgment from the imputa- 
tion of believing or submitting to such manifest 
impostures, Sec, and we shall rejoice to hear that 
they do so. 



THE TOUCHSTONE. 
A Roman Catholic publication, called the Touch- 
stone, has recently appeared — or, at least, 
recently attracted notice — to which we wish to 
call our readers* attention. 

The Touchstone is a very important little 
tract, and one whose design, at least, ought to be 
approved by every fair-minded Protestant. It 
is an appeal to Scripture as the " touchstone" 
by which to try what doctrines are true or false. 
And Scripture is the one common authority 
which is acknowledged by both Roman Catho- 
lics and Protestants. Now, in all subjects, the 
only way in which a dispute between any two 
persons can be settled, is to appeal to some 
authority which is equally acknowledged by 
both of them. When, for instance, we are endea- 
vouring to convert a Pagan to Christianity, we 
would not begin by assuming the truth of the 
Christian Scriptures, and appealing to them ; be- 
cause this would be to suppose him a Christian 
already; but we must first prove that there is 
good reason for his believing that our sacred 
books contain a true history, from which it will 
follow that Jesus Christ and his Apostles must 
have really been from God ; and then we may 
proceed to point out to him what it is that they 
teach us to believe and to do. 

So, also, in any discussion between a Roman 
Catholic and a Protestant, it would be absurd to 
begin by assuming that the decisions of the 
Church of Rome and her traditions and inter- 
pretations of Scripture are to be received ; be- 
cause, supposing this were true, it is the very- 
thing which Protestants deny ; and if they ad- 
mitted it, they would be Roman Catholics already, 
and not Protestants. The appeal, therefore, 
must be made (as is done in this tract) to the 
Bible itself, and to that sense of each text which 
both Roman Catholics and Protestants can agree 
in acknowledging. 

Now, it is usually supposed that the Church 
of Rome discourages the general study of 
Scripture, and considers it as likely to lead to 
dangerous error, except in the hands of learned 
divines, or under their guidance, and with 
their interpretations. But the writer of this 
tract evidently holds another opinion : for it is 
plain, that in order to make the use of it. that this 
author designed, a man should furnish himself 
with a Bible, and study it attentively, and espe- 



* It is not merely the Bishop of Rimini that is implicated 
in these transactions. The document which we have quoted 
from page 2H3 brings in the following persons: — " The Bishop 
of Pe&aro ; the Prolegate ofthe province of Pesato and Urbino ; 
the delegate of Forli; Vicars-general, an inquisitor (it seems 
there are such persons in Italy), three vicars of the Holy 
Office, and many other persons whom we pass in silence attest 
the fact. We would mention among others, the Commissary- 
general of the Four Legations, who came from Bologna, where 
he resides, to lUmini, saw the miracle, venerated most devoutly, 
and more than once, the august picture, and gave in honour of it 
a beautiful chalice, &c." All these are persons in high office 
in the Roman Church in Italy. It would seem as if all his 
Holiness' officials are working to try and get Catholics to 
believe these pretended miracles, of which, as far as we can see, 
they have not yet ventured to publish the judicial proofs. 



daily look to the texts referred to, and the pas- 
sages in which they occur, and then j adge for 
himself as well as he can, whether they are for 
or against his religion. 

Every one must admit that this is a fair mode 
of proceeding. But in this Tract, opinions are 
attributed to Protestants which the generality 
of them, at least, do not hold ; and several of 
the texts brought forward are understood by 
every Protestant in a sense very different from 
that which is here put upon them. It has been 
thought advisable, therefore, to republish this 
tract, with its sixty supposed expositions of Pro- 
testant doctrine (which we may call sixty mis- 
takes), to each of which we shall furnish replies, in 
order to explain what it is that Protestants do 
really hold. 

ERRONEOUS EXPOSITIONS OF THE PROTESTANT FAITH, 
FROM THE " TOUCHSTONE." 

Objection 1 Protestants, in order to justify their 

new religion, affirm that before their pretended Reforma- 
tion, " laity and clergy, learned and unlearned, all ages, 
sects, and degrees of men, women, and children, of whole 
Christendom, were at once drowned in abominable 
idolatry, and that for 800 years and more" — Homily of 
peril of Idolatry approved by the 35th and 39th articles, 
part 3; and, consequently, they must hold, that for all 
that space of time, the gates of hell prevailed against the 
Church of Christ. Their own Bible, in plain and express 
terms, declares the contrary. St. Matthew, xvi. 18. 
Upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. 

Reply Protestants do not hold that before the Re- 
formation there were no pure worshippers of God: "that 
all the laity and clergy, &c, &c., were at once drowned 
in abominable idolatry." The Vaudois Church resisted 
that idolatry. 

The meaning of the Homily is that idolatry was 
generally prevalent ; when " children of all ages" are 
expressly mentioned in the Homily as exposed to this 
evil, it is plain it could not be meant, that infants were 
actually practising idolatry. 

Protestants do not infer from this passage of St. Mat- 
thew, that errors and abuses would never creep into the 
Christian Church, but that they would not prevail to 
destroy it. By the "gates of hell," is here meant the 
power of death ; for the word hell is here, and in many 
places of Scripture, the translation of the original word 
" hades," which signifies the grave, or place of the 
departed. 

Those who have so misunderstood our Lord's predic- 
tion, may correct their mistake by referring to many 
things written by the Apostles. Por example, when 
Paul was taking his final leave of the elders of Miletus 
and Ephesus (clergy), he warned them (Acts xx.) "that 
grievous wolves would, after his departure, enter in 
among them, not sparing the flock," and also, thai 
" evenJrom among their own selves (the clergy) men 
would arise, speaking perverse things to draw away dis- 
ciples after them." So that this apostle of our Lord 
(and it is the same in other parts of the apostolic writ- 
ings), predicted that grievous error would creep into 
that church, against which, nevertheless, his Lord 
declared "the gates of hell" should " not prevail." 

Objection 2 Protestants maintain that for many 

hundred years, before Luther, there was no church upon 
earth.with which a Christian might lawfully join in com- 
munion ; that all were notoriously gone astray from the 
purity of the Gospel ; and, consequently, that Christ, 
who is the way, the truth, and the life (St. John xiv. 6), 
was not with any church before the Reformation, be- 
cause they were all gone astray from the way, the truth, 
and the life. Their own Bible assures us that this could 
never be. St. Matt.,xxviii„ 19,20. "Go teach all nations, 
and lo. I am with you always, even to the end of the 
world." 

Reply Protestants do not maintain this; for it is 

well known that there have always been faithful wor- 
shippers of Christ, who protested against the errors of 
the Romish Church, and preserved pure the apostolic 
faith — as the church of theVaudois, a body of Christians, 
among the mountains of Piedmont, who never fell into 
the errors of the Church of Rome. 

Objection 3. — Protestants teach, that the spirit of 
truth was not promised to the church of Christ, to be 
with her teachers for ever, and to guide them into all 
truth. 

Their own Bible, in clear and plain terms, contradicts 
this their assertion ( St. John, xiv. 16, 17), / will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you FOR EVER, even the spirit OF 
truth. And, St. John, xvi. 13, When he, the spirit of 
truth is come, lie will guide you into all truth. 

Reply Protestants do believe that the spirit of truth 

is promised to be with Christ's church for ever, leading 
both teachers and taught into all truth, through the or- 
dinary means of his divine grace, one of which means is 
the right use of Scripture; but not as conferring infal- 
libility on any church or set of teachers since the apos- 



